
 
 
 
 
 
This document is provided for the exclusive use of the Indian Health Service, employees of the Department of Health and Human Services, 
and other Federal agencies in connection with emergency preparedness and response activities. The information contained in this email 
message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, any unauthorized review, use, 
disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication or any of its contents is strictly prohibited.  
 
 

 Current Situation Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Outlook and Assessments 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IHS Actions and Support 
    
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Safety Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statistics: 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
DIRECTOR’S COORDINATION CENTER 

Indian Health Service (HQ) 
The Reyes Building 
801 Thompson Avenue, Ste. 400 
Rockville, MD 20852-1627 
EPEMS 301.443.0046 



 Federal Activity Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Weather 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Continued from Page 1 


	DATE: 1700 EDT Thursday, 1 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: Through a coordinated effort by EPEMS, ADM Craig Vanderwagen and senior members of Area management, a robust cadre of US Public Health Officers was formulated to respond to Hurricane Katrina. Area leadership was asked to provide information on available personnel, taking into account the staffing levels and needs of the hospitals and clinics in each Area.  

As of today, 1SEP05, 300 Officers have been identified. All 12 Areas and IHS Headquarters have provided staffing to the Hurricane Katrina effort. 
	OUTLOOK DATA: EPEMS response to Hurricane Katrina has been staffed by EPEMS Director Sid Caesar. Sid has received assistance from CAPT Kevin Molloy and ADM Vanderwagen coordinating the IHS response to Hurricane Katrina.  

The IHS Incident Management Team has not been assembled at this time.  Single points of contact have been requested from each of the functional Incident Management sections at IHS HQ to assure communication, while minimizing the impact to normal IHS Headquarters operations.     
	ACTION DATA: 
A Public Health Emergency has been declared by the Secretary of Health and Human Services and remains in effect for the entire region. This is in addition to the Stafford Act declaration through FEMA. 

IHS is full support in the Emergency Support Function #8 - Health and Medical, headed by HHS. 
	SAFETY DATA: Pace yourself and get support. Be alert to physical and emotional exhaustion or strain. Pace the work. Try not to work alone. Don't get exhausted. 
	STATISTICS DATA: HHS requested the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) hospital bed count. The count was completed on Monday (8/29).  

There are over 2,000 available NDMS beds in Region VI and over 600 available in Region IV.   
	FEDERAL DATA: A Public Health Emergency has been declared by the Secretary of Health and Human Services and remains in effect for the entire region. This is in addition to the Stafford Act declaration through FEMA. 

Louisiana

No official casualty reports have been announced by the State yet.

Flooding continues within the city of New Orleans and local officials’ estimate the flooding will continue for the next 24 to 48 hours.  

The affected areas face a critical fuel shortage for hospital generators and ground transportation assets performing evacuation of patients.  

Yesterday’s (31AUG05) patient evacuation mission was severely hampered by flooding and security issues that allegedly included crowds and gunfire.

The Superdome evacuation process is proceeding very slowly.  

By noon today 1SEP05, 1 DPMU mortuary cache with 1 DMORT mortuary team will be available.  A secure location in Baton Rouge was procured in conjunction with GSA and FEMA. Current plans are to process and bury bodies, in body bags, in a location to be chosen by the LA Governor, to be turned into a memoriam.

Mississippi 

No official casualty reports have been announced by the State yet.    National Disaster Medical System will be providing DMORT and DPMU support.  DPMU will set up at a MS Air Nation Guard base. State is securing 15 Refer Trucks (refrigerated trucks) and positioning them Jackson, Hancock County.

The affected area faces a critical fuel shortage for hospital generators and ground transportation assets performing evacuation of patients. The inaccessibility of the affected areas, the height of the floodwaters, the lack of adequate lodging, and the lack of food and water have created a significant logistical challenge to the full deployment of public health and medical staff.

Hospitals report that they have patients they could discharge but there are no shelters to which they can discharge them.  Increase in shelter space could improve hospital capacity.  
	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - 

Today...Partly cloudy with a 50 percent chance of thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 90s.  

Tonight...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of thunderstorms.  

Friday...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 90s. Light and variable winds. 
	CURRENT CONTINUED: Chitimacha Tribe – LA

The Chitimacha Tribe reported that they have several hundred tribal members who live in the New Orleans area who have been returning to the reservation to seek shelter due to loss of their homes.  As a result the Tribe has set up a shelter and is expecting need housing for several hundred people for en extended period of time.  The Poarch Band of Creek Indians (PBCI) immediately volunteered to help with logistical and clean-up issues.  PBCI will be acting as a staging area for equipment and supplies and assist in transportation to the Chitimacha Reservation.  

Tunica Biloxi Tribe – LA

The tribe has opened a shelter at the Mari Center and already had 450 people there before the storm. They had some concerns over food and ice for the people at the shelter but were able to work through the local Red Cross office for assistance.

Jena Band of Choctaw – LA

The tribe may need to open a shelter for overflow from the Tunica Biloxi Tribe but as of their last report, they were not requesting assistance. 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw – MS

MBCI opened two shelters.  The hospital was reported to be in full operation yesterday.  There are still areas without power.  

Seminole Tribe – FL, Miccosukee Tribe – FL, Poarch Band Of Creek Indians – AL - All report no requests at this time

See CAPT Molloy's full report that is attached to this email. 
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